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By way of Introduction

In the beginning was the word. And the word was amote. I’ve always been a fan of words and how they are
created and evolve. So one day I noticed (I am sure someone else had to have noticed before me) that “amo
te”, literally “I love you” in Latin, when you dropped the space, became a single word that could mean “to
speak of love”, just as to speak in favor of something is to promote or to speak out is to emote.

Soon after [ used it in a few poems. The notion of labelling love poems or love letters as “amotation” occurred
to me. Soon thereafter this was followed by a reader labelling me an “amomancer”, one who weaves spells
with words of love, which suggested that such love spells, taking the form of letters or poems were, you
guessed it, “amomancies”.

Now let’s come at it a different way. A few years ago, working with models I knew to illustrate my poems
for various online sites, I hit upon the idea for a magazine that would go all out into that standard.

Originally conceived as “Red”, then later “EJT” (the initials of Percy Bysshe Shelley’s brave friend Edward
James Trelawny), I finally set upon the name “amomancies”, then started the arduous work of selling the
notion to photographers and models. For the original issue I decided to build it as a proof of concept, in case
it cratered, only using my own poetry...I found approval for the idea with the models and photographers.

The first issue, with my constant collaborator Mariya Andriichuk on the cover, premiered in August of 2014.
It was downloadable as a pdf or could be ordered in print version. I had hoped for a few hundred readers.
The first issue had thousands. Concept proven.

Realizing the amount of work required to put together each issue, I set it as a quarterly magazine and got to
work recruiting more models and photographers, and more poets. I set the “rule of seven” where a poet or
model would not, except under exceptional circumstances, appear more than seven times in a given issue
(you’ll notice echoes of that rule here, with no poet appearing more than seven times in this book, and only
two of the models appearing more than that).

The rigors of putting out the magazine became debilitating, so I went on hiatus a few times over the next
three years (we are currently on an extended hiatus, I have no doubt but that amomancies shall return.) And
eventually the notion occurred, with the founding of Venetian Spider Press, to put out a “best of amomancies”
volume. Which meant pursuing all of the poets and photographers and models who had previously
appeared in the magazine. Only two or three of the models declined. Only one poet did. Several of the
models I had trouble reaching, despite assorted attempts to make contact. That was difficult for me, as
some of the ones we could not get in touch with, at least by deadline time, represented some pretty fantastic
images.

Then we had to sort through and keep this volume to a reasonable thickness...

...and here it is. I want to thank and acknowledge, not only the contributors, but the editorial staff of
amomancies, including Daniel McTaggart, Mariya Andriichuk, Peri DeVault, Ashley O’Neill, and Elric
DeVault. You guys rock.

Respectfully

William F. DeVault
Amomancer, founder and editor-in-chief, amomancies magazine
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